SW Pacific County Rotary Club
Dictionary Project Guide
August: 

· Contact school district superintendents to obtain consent for participation, names of schools and school principals, approximate count of third graders and blended classrooms by schools, and teachers' names with contact information.

· Ocean Beach School District:  

· Superintendent: 360.642.3739

· Long Beach Elementary: 360.642.3242

· Ocean Park Elementary: 360.665.4815

· Alternative School: 360.642.1292

· Naselle School District  

· Superintendent: 360.484.7123

· Naselle Elementary: 360.484.7121

September:

· Obtain final count of enrolled 4th graders and order books.  Add 10% to student count to allow for changes and to give one book to each teacher.  
NOTE:  In 2009, 2013, 2017, 2021 (etc.) order Thesaurus for ALL Alternative School students.  IF the club wants to participate in District ordering, BY SEPTEMBER 9, contact Diane Bandonis, D5100 Literacy Task Force Coordinator, DBSunrise@aol.com or  503-362-4893.  Otherwise, order directly through http://www.dictionaryproject.org


· Arrange for printing of bookplates.  Templates are on beachrotary.org.  Order labels through labelsonline.com.


· Arrange for preparation of Letter to the Teacher:

Dear [Teacher Name],

Thank you for allowing the Peninsula Rotary Club use of your valuable classroom time to give dictionaries to your students.  

As you know, the ability to read, write, and do simple math is not only critical to progress and prosperity, it is necessary for the very survival of individuals in a modern society. Literacy and numeracy projects allow Rotarians to make a creative contribution to building nations, reducing poverty, and opening up opportunities to those who need them.

Rotarians have long been active in efforts to reduce illiteracy, from building schools and paying salaries of teachers to serving as tutors to collecting and distributing books and audiovisual materials to libraries. Rotarians are working with governments to create large-scale replicable literacy projects in the developing world.

Considerable progress has been made in recent decades in reducing illiteracy; yet, close to a billion people lack the most basic literacy and numeracy skills. Millions more are functionally illiterate, lacking the skills necessary to meet the demands of everyday life. UNESCO illuminates some of the greatest challenges for those tackling illiteracy:

· Ninety-eight percent of the world's illiterate population is in developing countries.

· Fifty percent of the world's illiterate people live in India and China.

· More than 50 percent of the population of Africa is illiterate.

· Two-thirds of all those who lack literacy and numeracy skills are women.

· More than 130 million school-age children are not attending classes.

Acting closer to home, Rotarians provide educational materials to students in need, work with at-risk youth, and have a tradition of providing dictionaries to emergent writers.
We would greatly appreciate your students using their new books to write thank you letters to our club.  These can be sent to our club President, [President’s Name] at Peninsula Rotary, PO Box 606, Seaview, WA 98644, or as letters to the Editor of the Chinook Observer, PO Box 427, Long Beach, WA 98631.

We will be sending you and your principal a short questionnaire toward the end of the school year to determine how useful the dictionaries were for the students and their families.  Your participation will help us to improve this project.

Thank you again for your time and participation.

Sincerely,

[Dictionary Project Chair’s Name]

SW Pacific County Peninsula Rotary

cc. [Principal Name]

October:


· Enlist club members to affix bookplates, arrange boxes of books by classroom and prepare teacher packet (includes one dictionary and Letter to the Teacher, listed above).


· Assign members to present to classrooms.


· Presenting members contact principals and teachers to arrange permission and time of visit.  Prepare 10-15 minute presentations.  Points to cover:

· Introduce yourself. Explain that you are visiting their school to give each 4th grade student their own personal dictionary as a gift from the community, your members are part of the business community.

· Let the children know that you and your colleagues want to see their success in school and in life. Try to engage the students as much as possible, because they want to contribute to the conversation. It is not unusual that in some classrooms the students won’t have anything to say.

· Ask why people use dictionaries. Then emphasize that in the business world it is important to spell words correctly. A command of the English language makes you more effective in your work. You may have your own personal experience that you want to share.

· Call each student to accept their dictionary.

· Look up at least one word, but not more than three words. 

· Media alert!  Work with Public Relations Chair to develop press release.  Respect privacy issues as set forth by school districts, as permission must be granted to photograph students.

Week of October 16th  


· Present books to classrooms on or near October 16, Noah Webster's birthday.


· Give each teacher a Teacher Packet.  


· Give any remaining books to the school librarian.  If not needed in the library, ask the librarian to choose one class to receive the books for in-school use.

Spring


· District 5100 Literacy Committee to follow up with Associate Governor areas, District and Clubs a critique for the following year.  


· Club Dictionary Project Coordinator to send questionnaires for principals and teachers with whom the club was involved.  (The questionnaire will be prepared by the Literacy Committee and distributed through the District Office Manager.)

